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■ STRIKEFORCE: Davis wins fight 


■ MAKEOVER: Fresh coat of paint 


Studying 
pays off for 
Port fighter 

BERNDFRANKE 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Studying in 
front of the screen returned a big divi¬ 
dend in the octagon for Alexis Davis 
when she made her Strikeforce debut in 
Chicago. 

Knowing that opponent Julie Kedzie 
was a strong standup fighter with an 
explosive left kick helped the 26-year- 
old mixed martial arts student prepare 
for their three-round fight in the wom¬ 
en’s 135-pound division. 

“Because of our styles, it was an in- 
and-outfight,” Davis said in recalling 
that her strategy was to stay clear of the 
tae kwon do black belt’s strong kick. 

“I had to make sure I wouldn't close 
the distance." 

see MMA | page 2 


New look for O’Reilly’s Bridge 



WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

The new O'Reilly’s Bridge now carries a historical-style colour scheme in shades of brown. The bridge was closed for 
a few days in July to allow paint crews to paint the sides of the new bridge. This is the fifth bridge to link Pelham and 
Wainfleet across the Welland River at the O'Reilly's Rd. location. 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

InPort News Staff 

PELHAM - The new 
O’Reilly’s Bridge received a 
cosmetic makeover during a 
two-week closure in July. 

Painters put shades of 
brown on the sides and inte¬ 
rior of the stone bridge. 

The decorative features 
are intended to reflect the 
historical nature of the 
bridge, said Jason Marr, 
senior transportation proj¬ 
ect engineer with Niagara 

They match a similar 
colour scheme now on a 
stone-and-steel- frame 
monument west of the 
bridge on the Pelham side 
that outlines the history of 
the Welland River cross¬ 
ing linking Pelham and 
Wainfleet near Niagara 
Central Airport. 

see O’REILLY | page 2 
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Davis earns unanimous-decision victory 


We have to adjust our styles whenever we’re 
fighting, because everybody has different 
strengths. You have to remember, she was studying 
me, too.” 


FROM PAGE 1 

While Kedzie also stud¬ 
ied Davis in hopes of gain¬ 
ing even the slightest 
advantage in the eyes of the 
judges, Davis emerged as 
the more successful of the 
two in making adjustments 
to her style. Though she 
was only able to make one 
take-down, the submission 
fighter earned a unanimous 
decision in the three-round, 
five-minute fight. 

"It was a difficult fight, but 
I was able to keep on top.” 


A black belt in Japanese 
jiujitsu as well as a brown 
belt in Brazilian jiu-jitsu, 
Davis is fighter who won five 
of her previous nine bouts 
by submission. 

Davis, who has three 
more fights in her deal with 
Strikeforce, wasn't wor¬ 
ried that a “fight strategy” 
of throwing Kedzie off her 
game would get in the way 
of her strength. 

"We have to adjust our 
styles whenever we’re fight¬ 
ing, because everybody 


Alexis Davis, mixed martial artist 


has different strengths. You 
have to remember, she was 
studying me, too,” she said 
of Kedzie who came into last 
weekend’s fight with a 16-8 

Davis, who trains out 


of Dayboll Jiu-Jitsu and 
Fitness Academy in Port 
Colborne, expects to learn 
within the next few days 
when the next fight will be 
under her contract with 
Strikeforce. 


“Hopefully, there is 
another fight coming up 
soon,” said the reigning 
Raging Wolf mixed martial 
arts bantamweight cham¬ 
pion who improved her 
record to 10-4 with the win 
over Kedzie. 

The MMA card in Chicago 
was headlined by two- 
time Olympic wrestler Dan 
Henderson defeating Fedor 
Emelianenko, regarded by 
many as the greatest fighter 
in the history of the young 



Alexis Davis 


■ O’REILLY 



WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

A monument to previous O'Reilly's bridges now sports a historical brown colour scheme to match the decorative colours on 
the new bridge. The Niagara Central Airport stretches beyond the monument made from a section of a 109-year-old bridge that 
crossed the Welland River. It was replaced in 2010. by the fifth bridge at the location. The first was erected in the 1840s. 


New bridge is the 
fifth to span river 


FROM PAGE 1 

The current bridge is the 
fifth. In 2010, it replaced 
a metal-frame bridge that 
spanned the river for 109 
years. Before that there were 
two wooden bridges (1840s 
and 1869) and a steel bridge 
built in 1885. 

Marr oversees the more 
than $3-million bridge 
replacement project that has 
been carried out by Brennan 
Paving Ltd. of the Miller 
Group, McCormick Rankin 
Corp. and Ellis Engineering. 

Marr said the decorative 
painting was designed to 
reflect with the surrounding 
landscape as well as highlight 
the significance of project. 

The region plans to rede¬ 


sign and reconstruct the 
intersection of Effingham 
St. and River Rd., east of the 
bridge on the Pelham side, 
along with the approach on 
River Rd. to O’Reilly’s. 

Marr said that work could 
be done this fall depending 
on when engineering designs 
are complete. 

The bridge is named 
after John O'Reilly. He had 
a nearby farm in Wainfleet 
and served as the township’s 
clerk, councillor and reeve 
between 1833 and 1877. 

The bridge not only links 
the town and township, it's 
an access to the airport and 
E. C. Brown Conservation 
Area, which is beside it in 
Pelham. 


WAYNE CAMPBELL Staff Photo 

The $3-million O'Reilly's bridge project included the removal 
of a 109-year-old, one-lane steel frame bridge. It was replaced 
with a two-lane open bridge that includes cycling and walking 
lanes. 
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■ FIREFIGHTING: Controlled burn reduces home used for training to ashes 

One last practice 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — 
Audrey Koole shed a few tears 
as she watched the home she 
lived in for 36 years burn 
to the ground last Saturday 
morning. 

But thankfully, Koole 
wasn't living in the White Rd. 
home. In fact, no one was. 

pieces of furniture in rooms 
on the first and second floors. 

Koole moved out of the 
home, where she and her 
husband raised two children, 
about a year and a half ago. 

“We put a lot of work into 
it over the years. I’ll miss it, 
but it was time," she said as 
she sat in the long grass out 
in front of the home. 

The home, owned by Putty's 
Delicious Foods, formerly Port 
Colborne Poultry, sat on six 
acres of land, three-and-a-half 
of which the Kooles used for a 
lawn, orchard and gardens. 

“I’m by myself now and 
couldn't keep it up anymore,” 
said Koole, whose husband 
died two years ago. 

After Koole moved out, 
Pinty’s offered the resi¬ 
dence to Port Colborne Fire 
and Emergency Services for 
training purposes. The only 
stipulation, said Capt. Wayne 
Benner Jr., was the fire service 


had to bum it down when it 
was finished with it. 

For about the past year, 
professional and volunteer 
firefighters have been using 
the home for various training 
sessions. It was even used for 
an arson investigation train¬ 
ing seminar. 

Benner said firefighters 
practised engine and ladder 
track operations and rescue 
techniques at the home. 

It was a big part 
of our life. It was 
a good home and felt 
good.” 

Audrey Koole 


A tour inside, before fire¬ 
fighters set the home on fire 
early Saturday morning, 
showed holes in the walls, 
and instruction marks over 
walls from the various train¬ 
ing sessions held inside. 

Asked what it meant 
to have a complete home 
offered up for training, 
and to burn down, Benner 
answered, “The world." 

He said other businesses 
in Port Colborne, such as 
Fontaine’s Transport, ADM 
Milling, RiverLand AG, the 


Simmons Auto Body have let 
firefighters use their facilities 
for training purposes. 

To conduct some of the 
training that took place 
in the home over the past 
year, Benner said firefight¬ 
ers would have to have used 
the fire tower in Fort Erie. 
Firefighters have used Fort 
Erie’s facility before. 

With Port Colborne having 
many older homes, Saturday’s 
controlled bum showed what 
could happen if a fire were 
to break out in one of those 
homes of similar construc¬ 
tion, Benner said. 

The home was built in a 
style called balloon con¬ 
struction, or framing, which 
means wood studs used to 
frame the home run from the 
bottom floor all the way to 
the top of the home. A disad¬ 
vantage of this style of con¬ 
struction is that if there is a 
fire, it spreads more rapidly 
through the home. 

"Flames can travel up or 
down in the walls,” Benner 

As the fire was set, Benner 
said those firefighters who 
came out for the controlled 
bum were able to see how the 
fire spread and “what signs 
they could look for” in a simi¬ 
lar situation. 

No firefighters, he said, 
entered the home during 
the burn and no water was 
sprayed on structure as a 
number of residents from the 
surrounding area watched 
the fire. Firefighters did spray 
water on the grass surround¬ 
ing the home to make sure no 
fire spread. 

It took about an hour or so 
for the home to burn com¬ 
pletely to the ground. The 
only thing left standing were 
two chimneys on either of the 

Koole said watching the 
house bum, though sad, gave 
her some closure. 

“It was a big part of our life. 
It was a good home and felt 
good,” she said, adding it was 
good to see the home put to 
good use by the fire service. 




ABOVE: A group of onlookers watch as a White 
Rd. home burns down during a controlled 
burn by Port Colborne Fire and Emergency 
Services on Saturday. 

RIGHT: Port Colborne Fire and Emergency 
Services firefighters watch a White Rd. home 
burn on Saturday morning. The home was 
donated by a local company for training 
purposes for the fire service. 
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An unpopular fight 
waged by most 
popular soldiers 

F or Canadian soldiers who walked the perilous terrain of 
Afghanistan, and for the families of the 157 who never 
made it home alive, the Leger poll indicating almost three out 
of five Canadians believe their mission was not worthwhile 
will be a bitter pill to swallow. 

But they must remember this. It is not about them, it's about 

Since Canada became a nation of peacekeepers, and moved 
into its combat role in Afghanistan when our NATO partners 
saw the cause as righteous, Canada’s tolerance in accepting 
death’s consequences has continuously been low. 

This is not a bad thing. 

Sending our brave men and women into the throes of 
danger must be a tempered response. 

A greater good must first loom large. 

In the cut and thrust of daily life, close to 3,000 Canadians 
lose their lives each year in traffic fatalities, yet the death of 
one soldier in a faraway land has us wearing our hearts on our 
sleeves. 

This, too, is not a bad thing. 

Despite the costs and the human loss, Canada’s role in 
Afghanistan, its combat assignment now over, has at least 
given the people of that tortured country a chance at a better 
life. 

What the Afghan people do with that opportunity is now up 
to them. 

It goes without question, however, that our soldiers did 
their uniform proud and, while only 30% of Canadians may 
ultimately see the cause as worthwhile, it will never negate the 
fact that no soldier has ever been more supported at home, 
despite the war’s unpopularity. 

They went to Afghanistan solely with the greater good 
in mind. They return home with much of their mission 
accomplished. 

Because of them, Afghans now have the chance of 
bettering their childrens’ lives through education, of seeing 
the advancement of women, and of finally having an 
infrastructure that is neither crumbling or fraught with danger. 

During a turnover ceremony in July at a compound that was 
once a Taliban headquarters, the governor of the embatded 
Panjwaii district purposely singled out who made a difference 
in the lives of his people. 

“The Canadians are our greatest friends,’’ he said. 

Let those words echo today. 


■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 


About Linda Gibbons’ fight for the unborn 


FR. DAVID GRAHAM SCOTT 

St Ignatius of Antioch Orthodox Church 


I inda Gibbons is a 68-year-old 
■L^randmotherwho had an abortion 


years ago. She came to regret that abortion 
and for the last 14 years has tried to persuade 
otherwomennottohaveanabortion. For 
this she has spent eight years in prison. 

In 1994, a court issued atemporary 


outside some abortion clinics inlbronto. 
But Linda believes that someone has to 
speak up for the unborn children being 

Linda does this by silently pacing back 
and forth in front of an abortion clinic in 


Toronto carrying a sign with a live baby’s 
photo reading, "Why mom when I have so 
much love to give?” On Thursday, August 4, 
Linda also tried to speak to several women 
entering the clinic to help them carry their 
pregnancies to term. 

Six police officers arrived at the scene 
to arrest her yet again. The charge is never 
about disobeying the injunction but usually 
about public disorder or resisting arrest 
(which she does not do). If the injunction 
were the reason for the arrest, it could be 


■readers’views 


challenged in court, but the Crown is careful 
to keep that temporary 1994 injunction 
unchallenged by inventing other charges. 

The injunction is an obvious and blatant 
limitation on the fundamental Charter right 
of “freedom of thought, belief opinion and 
expression....’’ That the Attorney General 
prefers to keep the temporary injunction in 
force rather than to legislate a bubble zone 
suggests that bubble zone legislation could 
be successfully challenged in court as a 
vrolatron of the Charter 

Linda has spent a total of eight years in jail 
for three reasons. First, she will not defend 
herself in court, in order to underline how 
defenceless the unborn child is. Second, 
she will not promise to stop witnessing for 
the unborn in order to get bail. And so she 
spends a lot of time in jail awaiting trial 
Third, when she is freed, she goes right back 
to witnessing on behalf of the unborn in 
front of an abortion clinic and is promptly 
arrested. 

When in jail, Linda continues to bear 
Christian witness to her fellow women 
prisoners. This year she spoke out against 
the cold temperature in the women’s 
prison in Milton. She counsels women as a 
grandmother can on various problems the 
inmates may have. 


Linda Gibbons is not the only prisoner of 
conscience on the abortion issue. Abortionist 
Dr Henry Morgentaler was imprisoned for 
doing abortions in his private dime. It was 
not long before he was freed and a Supreme 
Court ruling allowed him to continue his 
lucrative trade. But Linda’s witness is not 
popular with the legal, feminist and media 
elite that dominate Canadian politics and 
courts, and so she has spent eight years in jail 
as a prisoner of consdence. 

Psalm 106 recalls that the Israelites “shed 
innocent blood, the blood of their sons and 
daughters, whom they sacrificed to the 
graven images of Canaan; so the land was 
polluted with their blood; it was also defiled 
by theirworks; thus they acted unfaithfully 
in their ways of living.” 

The abortion of a hundred thousand 
unborn babies a year surely pollutes the 
land of Canada. And that such bloodshed 
should be tax-supported makes this an issue 
for all taxpayers. One Canadian has had the 
guts to challenge this practice of unlim ited 
child sacrifice and to go to prison again and 
again for a total of eightyears. 

Linda Gibbons deserves more to be 
a member of the Order of Canada than 
abortionist Henry Morgentaler She also 
deserves our prayers and support 


Cost overruns? 

Re: "Where to fill up?” 

windows will be steamed up (it’s the hot and 
humid side of the centre) swimmers will 
hardly ever see the water trucks, and why 
would they be gazing out the windows in the 
firstplace? 

The drawings for the place clearly shows 
the filling station in place in all aspects of the 
documentation. Whoever bought into the 
drawings and signed them off is responsible 
for the location of that filling station, if the 
dty wants to move it now at an expense of 
$290,000 to the ratepayers, this is simply 
unacceptable. 

The dty has already been warned about 
cost over runs on the health and wellness 
centre where the cost reduction exercise 
charges back $582,411 to the dty with 
additional maintenance costs of $347,461 
over time for a total of $929,872 all to be 
picked up bythe ratepayers.... add in the 
cost of moving the filling station and the 
ratepayers are on the hook for $1,219,873. 

The dty has been very quiet about then- 
fund raising efforts attempting to raise 
$3,000,000 to make up the shortM in 
financing the centre... if that doesn’tpan 
out the ratepayers wallets will be plundered 
again to pay the bills. 

Unfortunately the financing 
arrangements for the centre appear to 


be somewhat of a shell game where the 
ratepayers ate expected to pickup the costs 
of weird accounting practices, and that is no 
longer acceptable. 

Leave the filling station where it is and 
plant trees and shrubbery around it to soften 
the impact of the blurred images on steamy 
windows... the trees will cost a lot less than 
$290,000. 

John Mitchell 

PortColbome 

Great care at Port hospital 

On the evening of July 28, after spending 
time at the FontMl bandshell with friends, I 
was experiencing chest pains. 

At my friend’s suggestion, my husband 
took me to the Port Colbome urgent care 
hospital. When we arrived, I was told by the 
admitting doctor (unfortunately we did not 
get his name) that the hospital did not treat 
patients with chest pain. 

However; even though this was said, I was 
put into an examining room immediately. 
The care I received was exemplary. 

I was given an EKG, blood work, etc., etc. 
Nurse “Kathy" was so kind and took such 
good 

care of me. As it turned out, it was not my 
heart butavirus in my lungs. 

I just had to write and give a positive angle 
to my experience. Kudos and a huge thank- 


you to the doctor and nurse. 

Sheila Wellwood 

Businesses show 
somegiddyup 

I would like to give a shout out to all the 
businesses along Main St in Port Colbome 
that are having fen with the horse theme. 

It makes me smile when I drive down this 
street to see the number of retail places that 
got very creative with the horse that is out in 
front of their store, or the slogans that are put 
up on their signs. 

It is only the Port Colbome residents who 
know the story behind the horses but that is 
OKbecause it has evolved into areally fun 
thing to do, and I am sure people who visit 
will go away with the memory of one street 
in Port Colbome that had something going 
on that was just a little different and didn’t 
cost a cent to enjoy. Horses have been made 
from some old mufflers, cardboard boxes, 
beer kegs, tin cans, rubber tires, shoes and 
even the barriers at the end of King St were 
dressed up to match the theme with cowboy 
hats and kerchiefs. 

Way to go Main St retailers. Thanks so 
much for bringing simple pleasure into the 
lives of all of who traverse this street well 
done and bravo. 

Betty Konc 

Wainfleet 
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■ COLUMN 


Youth Advisory Council 
makes presence felt 


LINDSAY COSTELLO 

Special to InPort News 


\l\/ hile thousands packed the 
V V market square recently for the 
Canal Days concert series, the Mayor’s 
Youth Advisory Council was making 
some noise of its own across town. 

Following the success of last year’s 
youth stage, which was located on 



high spirits as the weather subsided. 

“It involves more of the youth," 
said Vice Chair Sarah Burger of the 
all-ages event, adding she felt some 
of the other entertainers performing 
during the weekend were geared more 
towards adults. 

"I think this is a really good spot," 
she said of the venue. "It’s perfect 
because it’s open.” 

While the youth council holds 



licence view 


LVK 


ONTARIO — 



Each week we will print 6 licence plate numbers. 

If your licence plate number is listed, be the 
first caller to leave a message with your name 
telephone number and time of call. 

CALL 905-732-2414 EXT 392 

INPORT^NEWS 


2 JUMBO VIDEO 
COUPONS 


Four Movies 

for 7 Days 

$ 19.99 
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Back in '59 surprises market 
shoppers with performance 



LINDSAY COSTELLO InPort News Photo 
Tim Porter, centre, and the rest of the cast 
of Showboat’s musical, Back in ‘59, held a 
surprise performance for those shopping in 
the market square on Friday morning. 


FROM PAGE 5 

Having debuted at the Roselawn 
Centre on July 28, Back in '59 
follows four students as they 
reminisce about their former 
lives following their high school’s 
10-year reunion. 

In an attempt to raise awareness 
and give locals a taste of what 
their show is all about, the cast 
tooktothemiddleofthe market 
among shoppers to re-enact their 
performance of Who Wrote the 
Book of Love by The Monotones, 
which is a song featured in the 
production. 

“I think a lot of people don’t 
understand what we do at 
Showboat," said Showboat’s 
artistic director Thom Currie, who 
also served as writer and director 
for the musical. He said that by 
putting their work on display, they 
are helping those unfamiliar with 
the theatre group to understand 
the type of work involved. 

The cast of Back in '59 will take 
their final bow on Aug. 13. For 
ticket information, visit www. 
showboattheatre.ca or call the box 
office at 905-834-0833. 


BE A MENTOR ~ CHANGE A LIFE! 


Port Cares Employment Services is seeking community-minded businesses who may be 
interested in mentoring an individual in their workplace. 

The Mentorship Program is designed to provide those with limited work experience and 
Newcomers an opportunity to gain valuable work skills, a better understanding oftheir 
occupational area of interest, establish valuable networking contacts, and learn more about 
workplace culture and expectations. A few hours of your time can have a lasting impact! 


Be a part of building Port Colborne's strong, capable work force 


To learn more about becoming a Mentor and making a difference in someone's future, 
, 9 contact Robert Peressotti, Job Developer at Port Cares. 

905.834.3629 ext. 230 / rpe ressott i (® po rtca res. o n. ca 

Portcares 92 cb ^ lotte 5tre et, Port Colborne, ON L3K 3El 


www.portcares.on .ca 


EMPLOYMENT 

ONTARIO 


in part by the Government of Canada 


CRAWFORD'S COMEDY 

A local comedian is celebrating 
a milestone this year as he marks 
10 years of laughs. 

On Aug. 20, comedian 
Joe Crawford will give a free 
performance outside of the Ice 
Box at H.H. Knoll Park. This show 
will act as a preview for his 10th 
anniversary tour, which began in 
the spring and will continue into 
the fall. 

The Port Colbome comedian 
will perform twice, once between 
1 and 3 p.m. and again between 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in order to give 
audiences a taste of what to expect 
during his full-length shows. The 
performances will include a variety 
of singing and comedy as Crawford 
sings a blend of musical styles 
and does impersonations of well- 
known celebrities. 

The family-friendly show will 
also include interactive elements 
in which the audience can get 
involved. 

“I’ve been entertaining since 
I was a kid," said Crawford who 
worked as a clown for eight 
years before deciding to study 
broadcasting and pursuing other 
forms of entertainment as a career. 

“This year has been a great 
year,” he said of his 10th as an 
entertainer, adding he is surprised 
and overwhelmed with the 
support he has received. 


see COSTELLO | page 8 
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M ake your memories 

Annual 7*he>te> Cfitote&t 
"Stepping Out: Qf Port" 

Photos From Anywhere Other Than, Port Colborne 
Deadline Monday, August 22,2011 

8x10 matted framed, titled. Name, address, phone on back. 

Located in BOGGIO P 

200 Catharine Street, DOWNTOWN PORT COLBORNE 905-834-2240 
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Music For Peace benefiting causes 
close to Port Colborne student's heart 


FROM PAGE 6 

He said he feels his 
entertaining improved as he 


the years and t is hoping his 
self-promotion and ambition 
will lead him to bigger and 
better experiences in the 
entertainment world. 

During the free Ice Box 
performances, Crawford will 
be selling advanced tickets to 
his fall shows which will take 
place Oct 15 in Dunnville, Oct 
21 in Welland and Nov. 5 in Port 
Colborne. 

For more information, visit 
www.joecrawfordlive.com. 


PEACEFUL PROJECT 

Music has the power to heal. 

Port Colborne student 
Brianna Irvine started charity 
fundraiser Music For Peace in 
2010 in order to raise money for 
causes close to her heart. 

The Port Colborne teen holds 
fundraising concerts in order to 
raise the money and this summer, 
she decided to host bands during 
the Canal Days festival. 

Irvine’s summer project 
became a reality when she 
took to local cafe The Hub for a 
fundraiser of her own. Matt Dell, 
Jesse Roper and Sometimes 


DENTURES: Things Every Denture Wearer Should Know: 

DID YOU KNOW? 

You should not wear loose dentures. Loose dentures can cause excessive friction and pressure toward the gum tissues and bones, 
resulting in painful sore spots and hone shrinkage. Have them checked. 

Dentures can warp if placed in hot water. 

Dentures can change shape if they dry out. When not in use, cover dentures with (room temperature) water or a denture-cleaning 
solution to prevent them from drying out. 

Dentures should he brushed inside and outside daily with a soft, large nylon denture toothbrush with round-ended bristles. Use 
denture creams instead of toothpaste, which is too abrasive and will scratch your denture. Rinse with cold water. 

Your mouth is constantly changing. Inspect your denture regularly for worn teeth and cracks. 

Be sure to visit your denturist regularly as part of your recommended check up schedule. 

Some medications can affect denture fit and wearability so be sure to discuss this with your doctor and dental professions 
Only your dental professional is qualified to diagnose your oral health and adjust your denture or partial. 

Worn and stained dentures can make you look older and cause your dentures to function poorly. 

When was the last time you saw your Denturist? 


Maybe shared the stage between 
1:30 and 4:30 p.m. on Friday 
afternoon. 

Irvine spent the week prior 
to the event setting up and 
advertising the event, adding 
she took the time to post flyers 
across the region in hopes of 
drawing as many people as 
possible to the venue. 

A donation gave concertgoers 
access to the show but Irvine 
also set up her merchandise 
table in hopes of raising 
additional funds. She sold 
items like T-shirts and tote bags 
with proceeds going to charity 
rather than selling tickets and 
uses this process for all of the 
organization’s appearances. 

She was also able to set up 
her display at the youth concert 
at H.H. Knoll Park later that 
evening. 

Last year, Music For Peace 
donated more than $900 to 
charity. She currently donates to 
Ronald McDonald House, The 
Make A Wish Foundation and To 
Write Love On Her Arms. 

Irvine said her next big 
venture would be a concert in 
March, which will coincide with 
her two-year anniversary. 


CallCFol Consultation 

1788-9676 
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Great Service 
Fair Prices 
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■ SMOOTH: No major incidents at festival 

‘Pretty well-behaved’ festival-going group 




EYE EXAMS ARRANGED 


PORTAL VILLAGE 


over the weekend, he said, adding 
only a few arrests were made for 
minor offences such as trespass¬ 
ing and public intoxication. 

There was an assault and result¬ 
ing arrest that took place Saturday 
night outside the festival grounds, 
Weeks said, though he could not 
provide any further information. 

The NRP’s traffic unit con¬ 
ducted RIDE checkpoints in Port 
Colborne on Friday and Saturday 
night and stopped a total 1,250 
vehicles. Police tested the breaths 
of 19 drivers, resulting in three 
impaired driving arrests. Five 
three-day licence suspensions 
were issued as well as two tickets. 

Bike medics who patrolled the 


festival area were kept “quite 
busy" during the event, with sev¬ 
eral heat-related calls and a few 
other minor injuries, Weeks said. 
The bike medics were a perfect fit 
for Canal Days, he added, as they 
could easily manoeuvre through 
the crowd to quickly get to those 
in need. 

Weeks credited the work of 
Canal Days organizers and hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers who ensured 
this year’s festival ran smoothly. 

The event seems to manage a 
“nice balance between drawing 
the family crowd and the party 
crowd," Weeks said, adding it 
“seems to go smoother and get 
better every year.” 


Supplied photo 

Niagara Emergency Medical Services'Terry Beckett, left, and Craig Bridges 
cycle through Canal Days crowds. 
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■ HOCKEY SCHOOL: Training camp opens this month 


Double duty for Pirates 


BERNDFRANKE 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - 
Bryan Kelly and Henry 
Dunn can’t help but feel 
like time travellers when the 
third annual Port Colborne 
Pirates Hockey School gets 
underway later this month at 
Westside Arena. 

After devoting their days 
helping five-to 14-year-olds 
develop skills to use in the 
future, Kelly, the junior B 
team's new head coach, and 
Dunn, back for a third season 
as an assistant coach, will 
spend evenings working in 
the present as they evaluate 
prospects at the Pirates train¬ 
ing camp. 

As in past seasons, the 
Aug. 15-19 hockey school 
will coincide with the open¬ 
ing week of training camp 



Colborne’s coaching staff. 
Dillon Rivier, who gradu¬ 
ated from the junior ranks 
after serving as 



knocked Toffolo 


t h e 

Welland Junior Canadians 
out of the playoffs. 

While hockey school par¬ 
ticipants have shown a "vast 
improvement” after five days 
of receiving on-ice instruc¬ 
tion, Pirates owner Tim 
Toffolo stopped short of call- 



“Certainly we hope that 
will be the case some day, 
but we’re not quite there yet. 
You have to remember some 
of the players who started 
with us at the beginning are 
only eight or nine now,” he 
said with a chuckle. 

Goal of the week-long 
camp is two-fold. In addition 
to goaltending, shooting and 
skating drills, participants 
also will play baseball and 
soccer. 

"There are all kinds of 
drills— from beginning 
to end, you can see a vast 
improvement in the skill 
level — but the kids have a 
good time, too.” 

The co-ed hockey school 
runs from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
and the $275 per participant 
registration cost includes 
lunch. Discounts for two or 
more players from the same 



2190 or by e-mail at tim@ 


royallepage.ca. 

With the hockey school 
during the day and training 
camp at night, the Pirates will 
be able to regard Westside 
Arena as their home away 
from home. However, that 
won’t be the case when the 
seasons for minor and recre¬ 
ational hockey begin in the 
fall, making ice time at Port 
Colbome’s lone arena more 
of a premium than ever. 

To accommodate the 
increased demand until the 
completion of a twin pad 
to replace Teeder Kennedy 
Arena, the Pirates no longer 
will have Sunday afternoons 
as their primary time for 
home dates. Most home 
games will be played Fridays. 

They also will begin later, 
shifting to 8 p.m. from the 
traditional 7:30. 


“We went a litde bit later to 
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■inPortbrief 

PORT BUS FARE CLIMBING 

PORT C0LB0RNE - Council approved 
a 50-cent increase in cash fare, moving 
the cost to $2.50 for a single ride on the 
lakeside city's transit system. 

The fare has been set at $2 a ride since 
the inception of Port Colborne Transit in 
2006. After five years with no increase, the 
city’s transit advisory committee requested 


the fare be increased to be in line with the 
transit systems of Welland, Niagara Falls, St. 
Catharines and Fort Erie. 

Also Monday night, the cash fare for 
the LINK bus between Port Colborne and 
Welland was increased to $3.50 from $3.25. 

The new fares will come into effect on 
Sept. 1. Econo bus packages for multiple 
rides, monthly passes and student semester 
passes are unchanged. 
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Air Condition Inspection 
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■ LUCKY DUCKS: Winners claim cash, shopping sprees 


EDDIE CHAU Staff Photo 

There were a few lucky winners of the Showboat Festival Theatre duck race, which took place 
Sunday during Canal Days in Port Colborne. Pictured are: Florian Raby, second-place winner of a 
$500 Canadian Tire shopping spree: Thom Currie, artistic director of Showboat; Sabina Knight, 
first-place winner of $2,500 cash; Connor B. Thompson and his brother Jason, third-place winners 
of a $250 shopping spree at Brent and Jenny’s No Frills: and Alex Clifford, fourth-place winner of 
$250 cash. 
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■ OUTBREAK: MSRA found last 

NHS to take infection control 'to the next level’ 
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